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Napoleon and France were an inexhaustible subject. The Crown
Prince gave vent to his innermost feelings and spoke bitterly about
the French as a whole. Again Mary Ann contradicted him: 'It is
not possible to condemn a nation as a whole. There are good and
bad in all.1

'It is all very well for you English on your island/ replied
Ludwig. Tou are lucky. You cannot hate the French as we
Germans do, after all we have suffered at their hands/

The time had now come for Ludwig to return. The carriages
were already waiting, but he let them wait a long time while he
walked once more through the garden with Mary Ann and handed
her a poem entitled: 'Farewell to Fishcrton.' Then he shook hands
all round and once again with that sweet girl who had tears in her
eyes. It was with a heavy heart that Ludwig embarked at Dover
to return to the Continent. 'Farewell England, guardian spirit of
European Freedom, the home of many good men; Farewell!

Taking no notice of the people around him, the Crown Prince
watched the white chalk cliffs of the English coast until they
disappeared. 'The Royal Prince must be in love/ said the Captain
when he perceived that Ludwig was writing poetry:

'Dearest, I must ever love thce,
Though my life should cease to be.
In the grave's cold gloomy vastncss
Still my heart will throb for thce/

Then to distract his thoughts the Crown Prince opened Hume's
History of England. . . .l

The Heir to the Throne did not linger in France, but continued
his journey to Frankfurt, where he found a momentous hitter from
his brother-in-law, the Crown Prince of Wurttemberg, who now
declared his intention of divorcing Charlotte quietly and without
casting any slur upon her honour. It was obvious he was thinking
of an alliance with the Grand Duchess Katharina. Princess
Charlotte with her suite had already left Stuttgart and was
staying at Schloss Neuburg on the Danube. Wilhelm of
Wiirttemberg had his marriage dissolved by the Protestant
Consistory Court in Stuttgart. Charlotte had expected the
news daily, but when it arrived she felt as if a new misfortune had
overtaken her. Finally she too applied to the Pope for an
annulment of the marriage.

1 The episode in Fisherton is described from entries in Ludwig's diary from
12th to 18th July, 1814. Munich HA.